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P R O C E & . D I . N G S S

....The Board Meeting of the Wild Life and 

Fisheries Commission convened at 10s00 o'clock a.m„, 

on Tuesday, April 28,1970, at the Wild Life and 

Fisheries Building, 400 Rqyal Street, New Orleans, 

Louisiana, Mr. j. G. Jones, Chairman> presiding.

THERE WERE PRESENT:

Mr. J. G. Jones, Chairman

Mr. H. C. Wright, vice-chairman

Mr. C. M. Hoffpauer

Mr. C. A Guidry
Mr. Hobson Norris
Mr. J. L. Winfree
Mr. J. E . Kyle, Jr.
Mr. J. W. Thompson Absent

. a .OOOa . .
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A G E N D A

MR. J. G. JONES
1. Approval of the minutes of the previous 

.meetings on July 29,1969; October 28, 
1969; and November 13,1969.

MR. ALLAN B. ENSMINGER -
t/2̂  Consideration of the proposed Interstate 

Highway #410 crossing a portion of the 

^Salvador _W,M.A.

3. Consideration of bids received on the 

construction of the pointe au Chien 

t/W.M.A. Headquarter residence . (SOj

DR* ST. AMANT
_Sea Robin pipeline Company request to 
increase amount in existing permit to 
280,000 cubic yards from Hell Hole Bay 
and postage Lake in Vermilion parish, 
Louisiana. The original permit stated 

the total amount removed was hot to 

exceed 160,000 cubic yards. \:A
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13. jZaldwell parish Wildlife Management Area 
lease renewa 1.

/14i proposal for land exchange on the
/' /Russell Sage W.M.A.

15. Acceptance of the completion of the

16.
jjodcau W.M.A. Headquarter Building 

Opening of commercial fishing on the 

Spring Bayou.

17. Other, Business,

...oOo...

THE CHAIRMAN: The meeting will come
to order.

The first item of business is the
approval of the minutes of the previous meetings held
on July 29, October 28, and November- 13,1969.

*,
You h^ve heard the;recommendation.

What is your pleasure?
MR. WINFREE: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GUIDRY: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman;
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THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion

by Mr. Winfree and seconded by Mr. Guidry.

Is there any further discussion? Is 
there any objection?

(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, so ordered.

MR. WINFREE: Mr. Chairman, before we

continue with the agenda, I read last week in the 

press about a fishing trip that was made to Florida 

by Mike Cook> John Mushmock, and Hulie Camel.

It is quite obvious that they must have 
flown because Mr. Cook thought that the plane would 
be hijacked to Cuba, so apparently he felt that he 
ought to be one of the boys*

I'd like to contribute a dollar this 
morning to buy him some razor blades.

(Laughter)
THE CHAIRMAN: The second item of busi

ness on the agenda this morning concerns Mr. 

Ensminger* .
‘ —" *-!X»

MR. ENSMINGER: Mr. Chairman and Members

of the Commission:
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We have received some information from
Vthe Louisiana State Highway Department that a pro- 

posed portion of Interstate Highway 1-4X0 would bey-
routed through the northern portion of our Salvador 
Wildlife' Management Area. . ~

As you are aware,this piece of property 
was purchased by the Commission about two years ago 
for recreational purposes. It is a very excellent 
waterfowl marsh, and we feel that construction of an 
Interstate-highway system across this wildlife 
management area would defeat the purpose for which 

this land was purchased.

On this ground, I would like to recom

mend to the Commission that the Commission request 

that the Louisiana State Highway Department, in the 
planning for Interstate 1-410, select a- route for 

this interstate system which does not cross any 
portion of the Salvador Wildlife Management Area.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have,heard the recom
mendation. What is your pleasure?

MR. WINFREE: Mr. Chairman,. I move that
this Commission adopt a resolution-to the effect that
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the State Highway Director be informed that we in ho

way want that,Interstate 1-410 to cross our refuge.
' ■

From looking at their long-range plans 
and plats, they would only have to re-route this 
highway .five hundred feet to the north.

As I understand it, this project is ten 
years away, so if we don't start a file on it now, 
they are going to tear up all of our refuges.

I would like for that resolution to be 
prepared and directed to the Director of the 

Louisiana State Highway System.

Aside, I would like to suggest to the 
Louisiana wildlife Federation that they talk to Mr. 

Ensminger, and get this same information that we have. 

Perhaps they would like to join us in this resolution.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion.
Is there a second?

- MR. KYLE: I second the motion, Mr.
Chairman.

, _ . THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion
by Mr. winfree and seconded by Mr. Kyle.

Is there any further discussion? is
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there any objection?

■ 5 (No response)
THE CHAIRMAN; Hearing nbne, it is so 

ordered* .. " v

R E  S O  L U T  I O  N

WHEREAS, The Louisiana wild 

Life and Fisheries Commission 

has been informed by the Louisi
ana State Highway Department 
that a portion of the interstate 
1-410 is proposed to cross a 
segment of the Salvador wildlife 
Management Area, and

WHEREAS, this property was 
purchased by the Louisiana Wild 
Life and Fisheries Commission 

for recreational purposes, and 

' WHEREAS, an interstate 

system crossing the area would 

be detrimental to the*wiIdlife 

recreational purpose, for, which'
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the area was purchased,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
' • ' . - ■ '

• that the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission does hereby 
request that the Louisiana State 
Highway Department select a route 
for this interstate system which 
does not cross any portion of 

the Salvador Wildlife Management 

Area.

THE CHAIRMAN; Item number three, Mr.

Ensminger.

MR. ENSMINGER; The other item I have 

for your consideration is the bid for the construction 
of a combination resident and headquarters building 
to be constructed on the Pointe au Chien wildlife 
Management Area in Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes.

We have-had detailed plans and speci
fications prepared by the architectural firm of - 
Hackett and Bailey for the construction of this build
ing and the Division of Administration has advertised 

and received five competitive bids for this work.
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The .low bid was submitted by the 
Terrebonne Construction Company in the amount of 

$70,700.00, and the high bid was $86,500.00. After 

reviewing these bids, our architect informs us that 

he feeis'the low bid meets the specifications.

Therefore, I would like to recommend 
to the Commission, for its consideration that the low 
bid be accepted and,that the Attorney General?s 
office be contacted for approval to spend the funds 
out of the special appropriation act that was passed 
last year for this purpose.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom
mendation . What is your pleasure?

MR. KYLE: - I so move, Mr. chairman.

MR. NORRIS: I second the motion, Mr.
Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Kyle and

seconded by-Mr. Norris.
Is there any further discussion? Is 

there any^ objection?

■ (No response)
■ ' *

1 THE ‘‘CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, it is so
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ordered. Thank you, Allan.
MR. EETSMINGER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman

and Members of the commission.

55.ILo l d t i .o n

WHEREAS, The Division of 
Administration has advertised 

and received competitive bids 

for the construction of a com

bination resident and head

quarters building to be con

structed on the points au Chien 

Wildlife Management Area, and 
WHEREAS, the Division of 

Administration received five 
competitive bids, and

WHEREAS, the low bid 
submitted by Terrebonne Construc
tion company in the amount of 

$70,700.00, meets the specifica-
tions set forth by the archi

tectural firm of Hackett and
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Bailey, and

WHEREAS, funds for..the con
struction of the headquarters - 

was provided by a special appro- 
priation Act #18 of the 1969 
Legislature, and

WHEREAS, the Attorney 
General*s office will be con
sulted regarding the expenditure 

of this amount from the appropri
ation act,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that a low bid of 

$70,700.00, submitted by 

Terrebonne Construction Company 

be approved and the Director is 

hereby authorized to sign?: all 
documents and correspondence 
pertaining to this matter,

- NOW, THEREFORE ,. BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED that the Division of 
Administration be requested to

g m
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issue a purchase order and con
tract for the construction of 
the building using funds from 

the special appropriation Act 

#18 for this purpose.

THE CHAIRMAN $ The next items on the 

agenda for today will be presented by Dr. St. Amant.

Let us take up Items three and four 

first. Dr. St. Amant,.then we can go to the establish

ment of the brown shrimp season.
DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman and Members

of the Commissions i
We have three items for your considera

tion today. The first one has to do. with a request 
from the Sea Robin pipeline Company for an amendemen1: 
of its permit to dredge for fill material in Hell 
Hole Bay and Portage Lake.

Sea Robin pipeline Company has a permit 

from us at our request to dredge for fill material 

to be used for .backfill of a pipeline that was put 

across part of a Louisiana State Wildlife Refuge down
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in the Vermilion'Bay area.

The original permit called for 160,000 
yards and^ apparently this vas a miscalculation. They 
would like-to. continue to dredge in the area until 
the backfill is complete. They are requesting that' t , ' . -
we increase the amount of backfill material in the 
permit to allow them to complete this work.

I recommend that we do allow them to do 
this because it is in our interests to backfill this 
canal and protect the marsh area.

MR. HOFFPAOER; Mr. Ensminger, do you 
have anything to say on this?

MR. ENSMINGER* I would concur with 

Dr. St. Araant that they do need more backfill to 

bring it up to the level of the marsh area.

MR. WINFREB: Wasn*t this done at our
request. Dr. St. Amant, to meet our specificatibns?

DR. ST. AMANT: That is right, Mr.Winfree.' /' '
THE CHAIRMANS You have heard the recom- 

mendation. What is your pleasure?

MR. WRIGHT: I so move, Mr. Chairman.
MR. KYLE: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wright and
seconded by Mr. Kyle.

Is there any further discussion? Is 
there any objection?

ordered.

(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, it is so

BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Louisiana wild Life and Fisheries 

. Commission does hereby grant per
mission to the Sea Robin pipeline 
Company to dredge for fill material 
to be used for backfill in cer
tain parts of a canal dredged 
across Louisiana State Wildlife 
Refuge in the amount of approxi

mately 280,000 cubic yards in- ' 

stead of approximately 160,000
\

» . cubic yards as shown in the■f • .
i original permit.

####
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Director be and he is hereby 
authorized and empowered to sign 
any and all documents in connec
tion therewith.

¥

THE CHAIRMAN? Item number five. Dr.
St. Aidant*

DR. ST. AMANTs The next item on the 
. agenda has to do with a request from the W. T.Burton 

Industries, Inc., to renew their permit for the 

■ >' dredging of clam and reef shell in Sabine and 

Calcasieu Lakes.

If you will recall, last year this permit 

was issued on an annual basis and they must renew it 

each year by Commission action.
Since this request has come in, there 

has been a couple of items that perhaps you might 
want to consider.

One, there has been some opposition to
renewing the permit in Calcasieu Lake. If it is 
• • _

renewed in.Calcasieu Lake, it should have restrictive

isoe®
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clauses to protect the oyster reefs; arid oyster plan

ning. in Sabine Lake the old permit along with some 

of the Corps of Engineers permits restricted dredging 

to a distance of 1000 feet to 1500 feet of the 

shoreline.• - »
Mr. Burton has located a shell deposit 

within a distinct area along the shoreline that is 
within this distance. There is a request pending 
before the Corps of Engineers that we have to pass on 
that would allow them to dredge in this^hrea.

So in considering the renewal of the 
permit, we might consider all of these items.

I would suggest that if we do allow the 
dredging in the Sabine Lake area up to the shore, 

that it be restricted to this particular site which 
is shown on these charts and that we not allow 

dredging along the entire shore in Sabine Lake.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. John Camp, who is an
attorney representing Mr. Burton, has informed me 

that Mr. Burton has withdrawn his application for a 

permit for dredging Calcasieu Lake.

MR. CAMP: That is correct, Mr.Chairman.
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THE CHAIRMAN: The only dredging you
desire to do is according to the drawings you have 
presented to us this morning, is that correct?

MR. CAMP: That is als6 correct, Mr.
Chairman.

DR. ST. AMANT: In that event, I would
recommend that we reissue a permit to the W. T. 

Burton Industries, Inc., to dredge for shell in 

Sabine Lake, that it have a restrictive clause 

allowing them to dredge in this site near the shore 

that they -described, and that this plat be attached 

to the permit in order to describe the area.

MR. WINFREEs Question, Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Winfree.
MR. WINFREE: Dr. St. Amant, what is

the amount of severance paid on this shell?
DR. ST. AMANT: This shell is 12$ a

yard.
MR. WINFREE: Is that standard?
DR. ST. AMANT: It was in the original

lease, yes, sir. It is what some people are paying; 

others are paying 15$ on some of the options that
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have been renewed.
It is within your prerogative to set 

the price, either 12* or 15* a yard.
MR. WINFREE: Well,"I am going to sugges

to Mr. Camp that in the future this company should 
review this severance and perhaps increase it upward. 
These clam shells are getting to be a thing of the 
past, and certainly next year, Mr. Camp, if your 

client desires to go further, I would suggest that 

you all look into the possibility of increasing 

your severance because i think this should be 

reviewed.

MR. CAMP s My client would be most happy 

to discuss this point with the Commission in some 

other year.
X

MR. WINFREE s Mr. Chairman, I so move.
MR. WRIGHT: I second the motion, Mr.1

Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Winfree and

seconded by Mr. Wright.
Is there any further discussion? is 

there any objection?
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**’• (No response)
; • THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none,, it is so

orderedi

R E S O L U T I O N ̂ :-------------f-----*■'
BE, IT RESOLVED that the Louisiana 

- Wild Life and Fisheries Commis
sion does hereby grant permission 
to W- T. Burton industries^ Inc., 
to renew their lease covering 
the right and privilege of taking 
and removing oyster shell, de- 

posits from the shell reefs in 
/1' Sabine Lake, five miles soUtheast.

of Port Arthur, Texas, in Cameron 
parish, Louisiana, but restricts 
the nearshore operation to cover 
in a specific area requested by 
Wi T. Burton Industries as shown 

on a plat which will be attached 

:to and become a part of the
, v >  . ' .
, ‘ permit.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 

the Director be and he is hereby/ 
authorized and empowered to sign 

any and all documents in connection 

therewith.

THE CHAIRMAN: Number six. Dr. St.Amant.
This next item on the agenda concerns

the establishment of the brown shrimp season and
' ' /

there, are a number of people here who;. I am sure want 
to be heard.

So that this discussion may go in ary 

orderly manner, I am going to impose certain ground 

rules to insure the fact that everybody who wants to 

be heard will be heard, we don’t want to limit you 

in your discussion,but Iimust insist that you not be 
repetitious in your remarks to the Commission, and 

that you state your name and whom you represent so 
that the gentlemen who is recording this proceeding" 

may properly identify you in the record.
MR. WINFREE: Mr. Chairman, may I

suggest that you make an. inquiry, by letting them

m
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rise and. thus find out how many people.wish to speak 

and then you could place them on an agenda.

(Whereupon, a count was.made of
the people wishing to be heard.)

.... THE C H A I R M A N W e  are going to start I - ... *
by letting Dr. St. Amant and his people make their 
technical presentation. Then we will start over in 
this end of the room (indicating) and just go around 
until everybody has been heard.

DR. ST. AMANT: Gentlemen, we are going
to present the data that we collected this spring on 

shrimp conditions.

This has to do with the spring crop of 

brown shrimp. I might say, generally speaking, that 

the indications are that we are going to have another 
good year at least as good as last year, perhaps 

better.
The data on the environment, particularly 

the water temperatures, and the salinities are 
excellent. Unless some catastrophic change occurs 
within the. next three or four weeks, we should get 
ample or continuing.growth and survival.

m
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... . «The principal problem before the Coramis-
rsion is to determine on what date the.Commission 

prefers to open the season. in order to offer the 

industry the opportunity to take this shrimp -- or 

the greatest number of people in the industry an 

opportunity to catch this shrimp.

By way of review, we have a number of 

charts -- I don't think we need to go through all of 
them but we can hit the high spots in order to 
save some time.

This first chart indicates shrimp pro
duction over the last ten or twelve years. The black 
line represents the amount of production of brown 
shrimp, Which is what we are talking about this 
morning; the other line represents the production of 
white shrimp which comes later in the year.

You.will notice that in the years *67, 
*68, and *69 these black lines have been higher than 
at any other time and well above a ten-year average.

Our production of spring shrimp or brown 

shrimp has been excellent. Last year out total pro

duction of shrimp, white and brown, was the second
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highest in recent1 years.
We had about an equal amount of browns 

and whites produced last year. We expect, if our 
predictions -and data are correct, that the amount of 
shrimp caught this spring will be somewhere in this 
area (indicating on chart).

I think we can skip this next chart —  
it is repetitive. It shows the brown shrimp catch 

in Barataria Bay.

This chart has to do with the volume of 

larval shrimp moving into the estuaries. We start 

checking these shrimps in January and we continue to 

check on them ̂ through April and May.

When some of the original shrimp work 

was done by the federal laboratories, it was thought 
that the number of post larval shrimp that came in -- 
the young shrimp -- would be correlated with the
final production.

After eight or ten yars in Louisiana 

we found a discrepancy in this.
The key factors in shrimp production 

have to do mainly with the environmental barometers
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and not too much1 with, the post-larval production.

This is true so long^ as you have a sufficient amount 

of these young.shrimp coming in. For example, in 

267, /68', and '69, we had bumper-years production 

of brown shrimp and you will notice that the volume 

of larval shrimp was only moderate. Whereas, in *64, 

'65, and *66, we had a high volume of larval shrimps 
coming in, but the production was not as good.

The difference-. . in these years, even 
though we had a lot of young shrimp coming in , is 

- that we had low water temperatures and perhaps low 
salinity which tends to cause mortalities.

Down in this group (indicating on chart)
we had less shrimp moving in, but we had an optimum

/
environmental barometers and the shrimp produced 
quite Well.

Assuming" you get a reasonable movement 
of shrimp into this area, I think this is the key to 
the production of shrimp.

„r To, .put, it ^ iiaiy, last year we had some 

debate.about the opening of the shrimp season as to 

whether it shoud-open/:'e early or late.

m
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This will demonstrate what happened last

year. These are the times when these larvaIs came
. . . . .  -  --

in (indicating on chart). If you notice, in 1969 we 
had a high percentage of brown shrimp* larvals moving 
in January and it tapered off to a lower -level 
throughout the spring. However, this was a momenta# 
peak and the bulk of the shrimp -- the volume of 
shrimp was down in there —  under this line (indicating 

on chart). In a more normal year# the larvals start 
to come in late January -- like here in 1970 -- and 

began to climb. The 1970 larvals are still going 
up in a much, much more normal curve.

This early movement of some brown shrimp 

last year caused us to have some large shrimp in the 

waters in late April or early May, which in conjunc

tion with some white shrimp -- I thought we had a 
reasonable crop to catch if we could split the season. 
Some pro^lhms arose legally and, as far as the length 
of the season was concerned, it was impossible to
split it. The season was finally set at the latest

> •

date in order to take care of this late crop.
It proved to be a wise decision. We
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had production last year that was as good as you have 
ever had. . We might- note that in 1970 we don't have 

this problem. we don't have this big brown shrimp 

available arid we do have some white, but not as many 

nor as large as normally.

This chart is the thing that should 

interest everbody in the shrimp business.

This represents the density of.shrimp or 

the number of shrimp caught per unit of efforts it 
is directly indicative of the crop on the ground.

In 1970 — you will notice this black line (indicating 
on chart) —  we are peaking put somewhere over 230 or 
240 shrimp caught per sample, which by contrast to 
1964 we were only catching about 20 shrimp, which 
was a.bad year.

In 1969/-- this line here -- we.are/ - 
about even with 1969, and perhaps higher. We don't 
know yet whether this will continue to up, but even 

if it levels off at this point, we could assume that 

we could catch about as much, shrimp as we caught last 

year, which was a good crop;
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The=v growth rate and the average size of 
thevshrimp#at;this time is not as far along as some

•' a-.of the faster growing years. It is about the same as 
it was last: year;

*. I think you should keep in mind two 
things... The growth is dependant upon water tempera
tures and if water temperatures,get real high and 
stay high, this could tend to steepen up. Another 
thing that tends to keep the curve down is the amount 

of recruitment. If we keep getting a lot of young 

ones moving in, the smaller size of these young shrimp 

will tend to lower the average size of the population, 

and we will hot be able to control them.

The water temperatures in 1970 follow 

about normal -- in the middle —  there have been 
other years when it hats been warmer and some years 
when it has been cold.

Here is another chart showing that the 
average size of 1970 is about the same as the 1969 
at the same period in time.

Salinities are good and high in the 
lower bay and ̂ in^the upper bay, which is the most
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important part for getting additional nursing grounds. 

This line here in *70, and it compares well with '69, 
is actually higher than it was in 1969 at the same 

time. . -

This is last year's chart (indicating), 

showing that on this date we had something like 

seventeen per cent of the total population that were 

catchable shrimp as opposed to around eighty-five 

per cent in this major population. This was the 

population that last year we were trying to pick up.
This year, this doesn't appear -- we 

have big gaps in here. This is represented mainly 
by some white shrimp. The browns' populations -- back 
in here (indicating on chart) -- we only have one and 
a half per. cent of the large shrimp available at this 
time.

Our projections indicate that we are 
not going to have too many shrimps available of a 

marketable size until sometime after the 15th or 18th

of Hay, and probably not a great amount of them until
. '*• «-

the 25th. Here are comparative charts showing that 

there is nothing available in the early part of May.

*r
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They began to become marketable in this area.
The problem that exists is that there 

are some areas that have some larger shrimp right now 
in the lower bays. There are some people in the 
industry who recognize this fact and argue that per
haps we ought to try and catch these shrimp, or at 
least as the larger ones move down into the. embayment 
There are others who would prefer to try and wait and 
catch the shrimp at the latest date.

X would suggest that we not open this 

season any earlier than the 18th of May. Beyond 

the 18th, I think it is up to the Commission to make 

the decision. They can pick the 18th, or the 25th or 

a later date, if they so desire.

We have some people here today who would 
like to be heard, and perhaps you would want to hear 
their personal views on the opening of the season.

MR. WINFREE: A question, Mr. Chairman.
DR. ST. AMANTs Excuse me, Mr. Winfree,

I forgot that I have some exhibits I want to show 

the Commission.
These shrimps were caught about April 20ti
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when we did the work on the charts. They will grow
in a week's time almost an inch. . . -

* . • - .
. 'r This chart shows the size ranges that 

occur in the population at the present time. Now 

these large ones make up only one-tenth of a per cent 

The major portion of the population is in the smaller- 

size shrimp. There will be some areas in the embay- 

ment where these larger shrimps may make up the bulk 
of the population. ^

These bottom four shrimps will be easily 
fishable by the 15th of May.

MR. WINFREE: Dr. St. Amant, what is
the ideal water temperature for shrimp growth?

DR. ST, AMANT: Shrimp start to grow
rapidly once the water temperatures reach 20 degrees 
centigrade, or 68 degrees Fahrenheit. They growv 
extremely rapidly between 72 degrees and 78 degrees, 
and we have water temperatures in this range right 
now. Dr. Ford may correct me, but last week the 

shrimp were growing at the rate of two millimeters 

a day, which means ..that in twelve days they will grow 

one inch.. „

E
> . *  •
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MRi WINFREE: Well, you mentioned in
your presentation that unless something catastrophic 
happens, the ideal time for this season would be in 
the middle of May or the later part of May.

In the event we have some hot weather 
in the next two or three weeks, .it is a possibility 
that these shrimp will increase their size; isn't 
that correct?

DR. ST. AMANTt Dr. Ford, is two milli
meters, correct?

DR. FORD: Yes, sir.
•- .

DR. ST. AMANT: Well, what you can figure
is that if the temperature remains as high as it or 

continues to increase, then we can expect them to 

grow, at this rate. Therefore, in twelve days, they 
will grow one inch; in twenty-five days, they will 
grow two inches, which would be very rapid.

MR. WINFRBE: Then that would increase
your percentage -- say, four per cent upward?

DR. ST. AMAiJT: It would up it to about
30 or 35 per cent, this is my guess.

MR^ WINFREE: Now the ideal catch would
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be in what per cent category? *
DR. ST. AMANT: I don't think that can

be determined. Everybody would like to have 100 per 

cent of the crop marketable,.but this is not possible
. Tin a dynamic population where you have young shrimp 

moving in all the time. If the -young shrimp would 

stop moving in, then the size of the population 

would increase rather rapidly. But by the young 

shrimp, continually moving into the area -- into the 
population, then the median point tends to remain 

constant.
It has always been a fact that the 

bigger the shrimp-production ^ear, the smaller the 
average size of the shrimp. These are uncontrolable 
barometers and i don't know whht we can do about it. 
What we try to j3o is to get to a position where, at 
least forty per cent, maybe fifty per cent, if we 
can getJt that high, is below 1 0 0  count and then open 

the season. If it is prolonged much after this, the 

shrimp will tend to move offshore.

MR. WINFREEs Thank you. Dr. St. Amant.

THE CHAIRMAN: * All fight: Thank you,
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Dr. St. Amant.

We will start on this side of the room, 
and those who want to be heard can be heard.

MR. SEVINt My name is George Sevin and 
I am a member of the Louisiana Coastal Shrimp 
Association.

THE CHAIRMAN: Will you also state where 
you are from. .

MR; SEVIN: I am from Chauvin, in
Terrebonne Parish. . I do not agree with Dr. St. Amant 

on the growth of the shrimp when the temperature of 
the.water is warm.

It was two or three days ago when I had ■ 

a friend of mine take the temperature of the water.

It was around 78 degrees. Dr. St. Amant said that 
it takes twelve days.after a certain time.for a 
shrimp to get big 7 - I don't believe that, on 
April 22nd, the day we had the meeting at Grand 
Terre, we went and sampled in some bays. We went 
back yesterday# that is seven days after the sampling, 
and we went back this morning. The shrimp there grew 
three times as large hs they had been on the 2 2 nd.
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■ ■ € :;L̂-‘•I want?to say that if we open our season
later than the 15th, we will lose a lot of our brown
. J . " " - ' ." ' ' " .
.shrimp. They will go into open lakes and outside 

into the .Gulf .
v , I-just want to say to the members of

^ C  - . " - '
the Commission that I hope we don’t have the same 

trouble that we had last year about this.

We" want to work with the Wild Life and 

Fisheries Commission and we want to work with the 
canners» We don’t want to destroy our industry, but 
it seems like the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission 
doesn't want to work with our organization. it is 
. just some other organization that they want to work 
with.

We don't want to. destroy the shrimp 
if the shrimp are toe small out there. If the Wild. 
Life and Fisheries Commission sets a date to go and 
catch the shrimps, and we think the shrimps are too 
small, we will fight the same way --.not to open the 

season. That is the point that we want to get across 

" - We think the season should open on the

date -- like/, the second Monday in May and close at
\ :
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the end of June, not later than July because we are 

killing our crop of white shrimp. We want two season:, 
not just one season. Last year there were a lot of 

people who said we had a tremendous amount of white 
shrimp. When -- around October, yes/ they had some 
white shrimp around Cameron because they weren't 
trawling in those oyster bays. But the places over 
here like Terrebonne and Lafourche, where the shrimp 
was really trawled hard, we didn't have much white 
shrimp, we had to wait late. It was around the end 

of September or October before we could catch that 
shrimp.

This is what I want to says if we
i1.-*later than the 15th of May, we will be in trouble this

■ v ■-year because the full moon is on the 2 0 th, arid that 

shrimp will be going out of there around the 15th or 
the 18th or the 2 0 th. if we don't catch that shrimp, 
we will be in a hell of a fix. That is all I have to . 
say. , Thank you.

THE CHAIRMANS Next,please.
State your name and where you are from.

MR; VALANCE: I am Jack valance and I
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a# f^om Westwego. I represent the fishermen from 
Westwego.

We had a meeting and we voted upon Dr.
St. Amant's recommendation. We would like toopen the 

season on the 18th of May or later> if it is necessary

Secondly, we would like to see the 

season remain open around "Breton-^island, Bal Dore 

Reef, and Bird Island for the simple reason that 

when the season closes, the shrimp are big enough for. 
us to sell, around here^ They.range from around 18 
to 30 to the pound -- with the heads on. . 1 am sure 
that everybody in this building would like to have 
shrimp in that size at that /time of the year. Thank 
you.

THE CHAIRMANS Next, please.
MR. MILLSROs I am Walter MiHero and!

r
I am a Police Juror from St. Bernard. I am from the 

lower :part where most of our fishermen come from.

Last year we met on the same subject 

and we had the season open on May 25th.
As all of you gentlemen know, it was one 

of our most productive years and everybody that went
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fishing made money. The shrimp were of value. , For 
the small.ishrimp that you catch, you get $20 and $25 

a barrel. The fisherman has to catch an awful lot 

of them to make any money. Last year, gentlemen, we 

had a very productive year. The srimp were large and 

we had a good August season, too. It gave the shrimp 

larval a chance to come in and when.the August season 

opened, - it was very productive.
I would hope that we go along in the 

same direction that we went last year and again open 

this year on May 25th.
I met with our Senator from St. Bernard 

and he also wants to convey this message to you. He 
: is in full agreement for a May 25th::,opening.

I want to thank youjgentlemen, for 
listening to me and i appreciate it. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Next, please.

. . MR. LB BOB OF t. My name is Randolph',

LeBoeuf, arid I represent the United Fishing Associa- 

tion in Terrebonne parish.

Gentlemen of the Commission, if you 

remember, last year the first crop of Brazilian

3 8
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shrimp went out to the Gulf.
, *-< A Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

Commission agent confiscated I don't know how many

barrels which you auctioned off at $ 1 0  a barrel.
*

These people claim the shrimp were small -- $10 a 

barrel. I have receipts which show these people got 

$50.00 a barrel for that shrimp.
When the season opened, they didn't but 

give us $25 and $30 a barrel for the second crop of 
Brazilian shrimp; We want to be able this year to 
catch that first crop of shrimp because they are 
bigger -- they are more fully matured than the 
smaller crop.

Last year the shrimp that was brought 
in from the Gulf, where it had been confiscated, was 
actually larger than the shrimp caught when the 
season opened. That shrimp migrates with the cycle 

of the moon. Biologists go by statistics, but the 
moon controls the tides. You will notice that five- 

days before the full moon the shrimp will start 

migrating out into the Gulf.

~ If that season is opened later than the
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15th, we are going to lose part of that crop going 
out.

Before it closed last year on June 30th, 
we had legislation passed at the fiscal session that 
these people in Jefferson, St. Bernard, and Cameron 
Parishes#if they have good shrimp after June 30th, al\ 
they have to do is notify the Commission. They can 
have samples taken and the season can be extended, 
and they can be allowed to catch that big shrimp.

So, we don't have to have a closing on 
the 30th of June, if the shrimp are good. Let them 

catch all the shrimp they want.

X was wondering about the problem of 

enforcing the opening of a season this year because 

you have two statutes that were declared unconstitu
tional . The 17th Jury District code has no boundary 
lines on inside and outside waters. So how are you 
going to determine whether it is inside of outside 
waters controlling the opening date of a season?

Thank you, gentlemen.

DR. ST. AMANT: Gentlemen of the
Commissions

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new Orleans###3



4 1

I would like to make one point before 
we continue with respect to this last statement.

When the shrimp season is set late, it 

will produce the maximum amount of shrimp to be 

caught. There are always shrimp that tend to move 

out ahead*

Now, we have a peculiarity of the law.

If the shrimp move offshore before the season opens, 

they are subject to a size count. We have had 

problems in the past where some of the early part of 
the brown crop tends to move offshore, and while it 
is legal to trawl outside if they catch these shrimps 
and they do not meet the size requirements, they are 
technically illegal since the shrimp are moving 
offshore.

You can argue that if you wait another 
week-or two that they will meet the count size as 

by that time the season will be open. But then you 
also have to realize that the trawler doesn't catch 

differentially? he catches whatever is in the water.

There is a problem in the technicality 

of the law that we have not been able to,get around

@e@l
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• -3to because we do have a shrimp size, when that; season;

is closing,.; \ .r J-
■ ; " \ ■ ; :

THE CHAIRMANS Thank you,;;Dr. St. Araant. 
I want to ask the Commission's attorney, 

Mr. peter Duffy, to come up, please.
Mr. Duffy, would you clarify for us the 

authority that the Commission has in regards to 
establishing the season, and whether or not we can 
enforce it.

MR. DUFFY: There have been this past

year a couple of unfavorable decisions rendered by 

the District Court in Terrebonne. Actually, three of 

the judge declared unconstitutional certain statutes 

that had set up inside and outside waters and also 

had determine when these shrimp can be taken in 
inside waters.

From these decisions -- these were 
criminal cases and were prosecutions under our Wild 
. Life laws -- the State of Louisiana has made an 
appeal. The effect of these appeals is to suspend
: ' ' ' . - . ' ' I ' "
the affect of these decisions pending a determination 

- f J-_=by our Supreme Court.
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So legally speaking, the laws will be 
enforced during the shrimping season this year.

They are presumed constitutional and they will be 

enforced as constitutional until our Supreme Court 

tells us that there is no such !thing as inside or 

outside waters.
THE CHAIRMANS Thank you,. Mr. Duffy.

Next, please.
!

MR. SERVIN: My name is Cyrus Servin and
I am from Terrebonne parish. I am president of the 
Coastal parish Shrimp Association.

Gentlemen, I would like to make one 
thing clear. We are for conservation as much, or 
maybe more, as anypne in this room. *

But anytime that you open a season too 
late, especially a spring season, what you will 
have is not just production as these charts are 
stating, but you will have destruction.

In 1967, these charts show how many 

shrimps were caught and sold, but these charts do 

not show how many shrimps were caught and had to be 

thrown back into the water because they could not be
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processed; There had been too many caught at one 
time.

According to Dr. St. Amant's statement,
at Grand Terre Island1, he believes this year will be
just as good as 1967. In 1967, it opened on the 15th.

So I
than the 15th beca 
in these lakes wou 
the lake. This is 

We don't want to s 

What

show is the whole 

were caught and ho 

had to be thrown b 

get a true picture 
I hav

Dr. Ford since las 
communicating with

believe we should not go any later 
use the shrimp we catch right here 
Id then have to be thrown back into 
not conservation? it is destruction, 

ee that happen this year.

I would like for these charts to 

thing; to show how many shrimps 

w many could not be processed and 

ack in the water i, Then we would 

of our fishing industry, 
e been talking to Dr. St. Amant and 
t year, but I don't think we are 
each other. I respect Dr. St.

Amant's opinions and I respect his data, but the
i - .thing is, if a biologist/: would come with a fishermanv

-t not for just one-day, but go trawling for the 
whole season with ia fisherman--and see how the
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shrimps react under certain conditions, I think maybe 

they would bring a different picture over here 

(indicating);

Some days you can shrimp with a small 

net and you will not catch them with your big trawlers 

Other days you will go out trawling and you will not 

catch them With your small net, but you will:catch 

them with your big net. Now, I don't know why this 

is so, but it is so.
If the biologists would copperate with - 

us as we want to cooperate with them, I think this 
Commission would have a better picture of the whole 
deal. Like i stated a while ago, we are not communic ■ 
iating with each other, we are talking. we are not
commun.i dating.s

I think that what it is is that the 

fishermen have the experience, the biologists have 

the experience and each of us thinksthe other is 
wrong. I  admit that. So i t  think that if we would

work together, maybe we could prove to each other
;

which one was wrong. I mean work together, not just 

for one day, but work all during the shrimping season
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We should work together and then we^would get a clear 

picture of the whole situation.
Another thing I'd like to speak about 

today is that if you* open one parish or two parishes, 
some people say that it wouldn't be good. Last year 
one section was opened in the east and it wasn't 
opened in our section. We didn't go trawling in 
that area. Maybe some fishermen did, but the majority 

didn't go. If fishermen trawl one area, that is the 

area they will trawl. Most of them will not migrate 

from one parish to the next. Most of your fishermen 

will trawl in the area he is used to trawling in.

The reason is that he knows how the tides work and he 

knows the bottom. , He knows where to trawl and at 

what time to go trawling.
I want to state to Dr. St. Amant that if 

a fisherman who is a good fisherman wouldn't know 
the habits of the shrimps and if he wouldn't know 
how the shrimps would work, gentlemen, he couldn't 
make a living trawling. 1 will guarantee you that.

you take a man who hasv no experience and 

give him a trawler, the same kind of trawler that any
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good fisherman has, and let him go in those lakes. 

Let's see which .one is going to catch the most shrimp 

We will have to work together. We are 

"willing to work together with the biologists.

Now, Mr. Atkins/ came to me and said he 

will come to my house on Thursday and we will go 
together and test. But I wouldn't like to go just 
Thursday, I would like to continue on to the point 
where mâ be'̂ V we can explain our problem. Then perhaps 
somebody could understand, what our problems are. We 
are not saying they are 100 per cent wrong, but we 
aren't 100 per cent wrong either.

These boards show that last year we 
missed 17 per cent of the shrimp in the open lake 
that we could have caught if it had opened on the 

5th, instead of the 25th. Gentlemen, there is no way 
to say what percentage of shrimp we lost. The only 

way you could say how many shrimp you would have lost 

is if you would have caught them.

> If you have some stations that you are

testing in, you can't determine the amount of shrimp 

in the whole area. It is the same thing as you cant
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tell,, how 'much you will get from a cow until you milk 
it, and I believe that goes for our open lakes, too.

. « Thank you.
MR. WINFREE: Mr. Chairman!
THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Winfree.
MR. WINFREE: Mr. Servin has an exhibit

he showed me this morning. I wonder, Mr. Servin, if 

you would explain that shrimp kit that you have 

there.
MR. SERVIN: The shrimps in this kit

were caught this morning by my son, and last Friday 

the shrimps in that area were not big enough to be 

caught.
THE CHAIRMAN: Bring them over here.
(Whereupon, Mr. Servin presented the
shrimps to the chairman, Mr.Jones.)
THE CHAIRMAN: All big ones.
MR. WINFREE: Mr. Chairman, boy, and I.

thought these duck hunters were tough!
(Laughter)

_ : THE CHAIRMAN: Next, please.
■ e - . •'

? • MR. BOWMAN: My name is Jack Bowman and
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I am'"President'/of .the 'American shrimp Canners 

Association*
' ’ As.president of the American Shrimp 

Canners Association and on behalf of its member firms 

representing practically all of the shrimp canners 
in the gulf area, X would first like to express our

. "v'-
thanks and appreciation to the Commission for your 
continuing efforts directed toward the sound manage
ment and utilization of the shrimp resources of our 
State.

To Dr. St. Amant, Dr. Ford, and to the 
many other employees of the Commission, we say to you, 

thanks for a job well done.
;

In 1969* Louisisan enjoyed a record 

catch in terms of dollar value and the best tonnage 

in a quarter of a century. This was a result of 

the application of sound conservation based on proper 
interpretation of the scientific data collected.

we were most encouraged to learn last 

week at Grand Terre that the outlook for another good 

spring shrimp season is rather favorable. We were 
further pleased to learn that a favorable combination
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of weather conditions, temperatures and salinity bore 
indications of the crop maturing to an acceptable 
commercial stage after May 16th.

We wholeheartedly agree wlthv, Dr. St. 
Amant's recommendation that the season be opened aftex 

May 16th. We feel that this will achieve the 

largest possible catch and benefit the greatest 

number of people in our industry.

Speaking on behalf of the majority of 

our Board of Directors, if there would be a pre

ference, it would be for the date of Monday the 18th 
as an opening da^e.

In the past, the Commission has always 
at your regular April meeting set both the opening 
date and the closing date for the spring shrimp 
season. We recommend for your consideration that 
this year you only establish the opening date and 
that the closing date of this 1970 spring shrimp 
season not be set until your regularly sheduled1 

in June. This would give you the benefit of nearly 

two additional months of study by your staff before 

it became necessary to set a closing date.
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If this recommendation sounds new and 

unusual, we'"1 must. point out that the revised statute 

under which we are now governed accords to the 
Commission the greatest possible flexibility in sound, 
scientific crop management, and our recommendation 
simply follows what we believe to have been the 
intent of the legislature.

We hope that due to good conservation 
policies and close cooperation between all segments 
of the Shrimp industry and the sportsmen,we will 
have another excellent production in 1970.

Thank you.

THE CHAIRMANS Thank you, Mr. Bowman.

The next speaker,please.

MR* KERNERs My name is Leo Kerner and 
i am State Chairman of the Fishermen and Trappers 
for Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation.

To the Members of this Commission, I 
would like to say that we are in favor of either the 
18th or the 25th, it doesn't make any difference 
which, but we do want sixty days for the length of 
the season.
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I heard this gentlemansay that he 
doesn't want you to put a closing date, but I have 
always said that we need a law that states that the

' ' ' y

small fishermen be protected. ! '

If you have a meeting in June and you 

close the season, do you think' those boys can live 

with thirty or forty days of shrimping? Everybody 

else in the state will continue -- the large boats 
will continue, the factories will continue, but the 
little skiff-- a good one costs about $5,000.00 
today -- you are telling him that he can start trawl
ing, but not when to end trawling. We have to have 
sixty days.

Last year you all promised us -- and I 
was one of then fighting for the 25th -- that we would 
get sixty days. t If you remember, it went about 
fifty-three days. We lost seven days and just about 

a few days after that those boats right along the 
shore caught these Brazilian shrimp aW the shrimp wea 

leaving.

Do you know that the weather conditions 

in Louisiana send more shrimp out to sea than all
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the trawle in Louisiana can catch.
: • I am sure that Dr. St. Amant will tell 

you that the weather destroys more shrimp than the 
trawls i * *

What we need in Louisiana is a season 
that will protect all segments. We want everybody 
to make a living, but those small boats need sixty 
days.

So I ask you, gentlemen of this Commis- . 

sion, that if you set it "on the 18th, let the season 

go to July 18th7 and if you set it on the 25th, let 

it go to the July 25th, or we will have a bill in the 

legislature to set a definite date as we did a few 

years ago.
We went along with this new bill with 

the understanding that regardless of the date you 
set for the start of the season, you would give 
those small boats sixty days.

I hope you will see fit to do this.
Thank youi

' MR., WINPREE $ Mr. Chairman, I would likej r; ■ -
to ask a question.
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Would you clarify for me this statute
.

relative to the closing of the shrimp season.

This gentleman stated that the season 

lasted fifty-three days last Season, and I was under 

the impression that it was a sixty-day season, can 

anyone enlighten me on that?

THE CHAIRMAN; Dr. St. Amant!.

. DR. ST. AMANT; Mr. Winfree, the new 
statute says that they will have not less than fifty 
days nor more than sixty days. The reason for this 
is in order to get some flexibility and still try 
to protect the white shrimp season -- which a great 
many people want. You have heard some of that this 
morning.

You run into a loggerhead here if you 
wait as late as you might wait to get the best benefit 

from the browns. You can overrun into a white season

We amended the law to read at least 
fifty days and it also gave us the flexibility to 

open certain areas which we did later.on.

The law does give the Commission at 

this time the flexibility to open a portion of the
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coast; if you would like it. We could open one 
parish, We could open one part of a 'parish, if we 
don't get involved: in some legal.problems over this 
line that we would have to draw in defining.some por
tion of a parish, or we could open half of the state.

MR* WINFREE: You haven't quite answered
my question. • r

DR, ST. AMANTs Last year the season was 
opened for three or fifty-four days, Mr^ Kerner

is probably right * We felt that we fell within the 

statute when we gave them over fifty days.

MR. WINFREE: Do we have a limitation

on the length of the season?

DR. ST. AMANTs It is sixty days; You 

can't go more than sixty days.
MR.WINFREE: And this Commission

arbitrarily closed it at fifty-three days?
DR. ST. AMANT: No> we closed it on

July 15th, which is the normal date to close in order 

to protect the white shrimp season. ,
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, Dr-, St.' Amant, would 

you recommend that we run any season at all past
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July 15th, regardless of the date of the opening of 
the season? Do you concur that we should at least

r _

stop-dt by then? s ' .

, ’ DR. ST. AMANT: Well, Mr. Chairman, I
don't .agree,with some of the shrimpers.

I respect their judgment, but I think 

they are looking only at their little area. I think 
they are 100 per cent -- I think Mr. Servin knows 

lower Terrebonne parish very well, but I think we are 
looking at the entire state.

There are areas in the state where there 
are no shrimp whatsoever. You couldn't catch one if 
you trawlled all day long.

We have the problem of trying to set 
an average season which takes care of most people 
and the most shrimp.

I think up to date we have done a fair 
job at it. There is the possibility that under a 

flexible law, we could attempt to have a split season 

we could attempt to haverpartial seasons in some
■v/: / -parishes.\ I have nothing against this except that 

it presents an.enforcement problem. It gives us some
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headaches and I don’t agree that if we did do this, 

only the local people would get the benefit from it.

lirhink if we did open the season at this 
time of the year, you would have a great many more 
boats in a local area than it might be expected.

If the Commission desires to take this 
approach some time in the future, we could probably 
design a system whereby you would open a small area 
at a time and see what would happen.

It may be p2<£f.r®ssive to do that and it 
may be dangerous to your shrimp crop.

In the past we have presented the data 

to the shrimp industries and up until last year we 

had gotten some kind of compromise from these 

people. At least up until last year they had realized 

that we were doing the best we could for the most 
people. But suddenly we have a splitting of differ
ent units that want only interests, .in their area.
Now, if they continue to do this, they will wreck the 
shrimp industry again like it was wrecked fifteen; 
years ago. Now, it is up to;.them, it is their 

industry. All we can do is present the data.
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I would suggest to the shrimp people 

that they get together and learn how to live together.

(Applause)

MR. WIN?REE: Dr. St^Amant, one more.

question.
Does the law say we have to close by the

15th of July?
DR. ST. AMANT: No, sir. Under the new

law, if we find an area that is suitable to fishy* we 
can declare it fishable with adequate technical data 
and we can open after July 15th or August at any.place 

where we think the crop is fishable.
MR. WINFREE: But prior to this,, you Had

to close on the 15th.
DR. ST. AMANT: Yes, sir.
MR.. WINFREE: That is the point I was

trying to establish, for the fifty-three days -- 

because of the May 15th opening, we had to close 
the season by the 15th of July by statute, is that

correct?

DR. ST. AMANT: That is correct.

MR. WINFREE: That is all I want to

establish^
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DR. ST^ AMANT: Now one other point and
, • . . , . '

this is a delicate point.

Because the law has a size limit on , 
shrimp, the minute it closes, -shrimp that were legal 
the day before might become illegal.

-» • ■During the brown shrimp season, whenever 
we say- it is, there is no size limit, but the minute 
this season, closes on July 15th, you automatically, 
go back to a 6 8  count. If you happen to have shrimp 

that is under 6 8 -rcount size, and you can have that/ 

both white and brown, and you find a man that was - 

perfectly legal in fishing one day but the next day

he is technically illegal, then we can pick him up
' ■ . •

and sell his shrimp, or do whatever.

THE CHAIRMANS Mr. Kerner.
MR, KERNER: I would like.to say one *

thing. You know that the season has been closed now 
since December ,20th and you could take a trawl...and 
go all the way from Lake Salvador to Grand Island and 
you couldn't catch a shrimp for medicine.. You have 
to wait for the "shrimps to come in. They come in 

from the sea.
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All right♦ For the last three or four 
years we have been closing the season in July. Ask 

anybody in here today if they caught any white shrimp 

one week after the season is opened in July. Because 

of no shrimp being available, we tie up for two or
«- •

three weeks. So if closing the season in July would! 

help, there should be white shrimp in August. When 

we close the season, there is shrimp; when we open 
the season in August, there is no shrimp, so the 
trawling must help instead of hurt.

What I would like to say is this. I 
heard Dr. St. Amant say that we have selfish interests. 
Well, I want to let him know that I represent the 
fishermen from Cameron to Bellagrove Island, and those 
fisheremen want sixty days throughout this area. They 
need sixty days in order to survive.

Now I know that when the season comes in 
July and it closes, there is a count on shrimp. Now, 

if the conservation tomorrow was to be strict on the 

law in October, November, and December, you can burn 

all the boats in Louisiana because the- shrimps never 

made the count in November and December, and they

S5#
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never did make the count on the inside waters of 
-white shrimp, and they will never make the count.
So any time you strict on 6 8  count in Louisiana, you 
can burn all the boats in October, November and 
December.

Ladies and gentlemen; if you don't 
believe what I am telling you, you can check the 
records. It has been that way since I am living and 
I am sure that our Lord is not going to change in 
1970.

We have to have a law, ladies and 
gentlemen, where we have to raise this count in 

October, November, and December, to at least one 

hundred count, if we want to say within the law.

I know what they say in Texas -- I have
s'been to all-those meetings -- "We would make laws, 

but you wouldn't follow them in Louisiana." The 
reason why is because we , don't have them right. We 
can make a living if we follow the laws in Louisiana. 
We have to change these laws because verybody has to 
live by laws. Thank-you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Does anybody want to be
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heard before we go back-over again?

MR. FARRELLY: My name is James Farrelly

. and I represent the:Louisiana Shrimp Association.
 ̂ . "

We 'represent members from the entire
. : - • "  -  "  • '

State of Louisiana which include New Orleans, Lafitte,
- a • •. '

■ Golden Meadow, Morgan City, Belcambre, Cameron, Grand 

Isle, and St. Bernard.

We have sent all the gentlemen on the 

Commission a letter stating our recommendations that 
were voted on at Grand Terre.

We would like to make a clarification 
. here on why we picked the date that we did.

First of all, I would like to make clear 
what marketable size means to us. This means shrimp 
that is under 100 count. if any of you gentlemen 
have tried to b#il and eat shrimp that are under 100 

. count, it is rather difficult because all you have is
j "whiskers and heads. You have very little shrimp

There is a limitation on where this
* • '  \  ■ -

shrimp is marketable. - It is'"limited to a fparticular 

market. You can11 'send,it to the French Market, you
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can't send to any' of your seafood houses in the State 

of Louisiana, nor could .you ship out of state to any 

of your big city markets.like Chicago and New York.
Another thing we like to suggest is the 

dollar value. Dr. St.. Amant has stated that seven per 
cent of shrimp on the 18th of May would be marketable 
Keep in mind that this is again under 100 count. He 

. said that possibly with the water temperatures this 
could go up one-third by the 18th of May. Now, we 
think that if you wold keep this season closed to the 

25th,, you would get two-thirds. You would double 

what you have. Not only would you double the amount 
of shrimp, but you would triple the value of this 

shrimp.

Another, thing we would like to point out 

is what industry do you know of, if they had a chance 
would market one-third of their crop or wait another 
week and market two-thirds of their crop. I don't 
know of any industry that would do anything like 

this. » - 7 .V- - ..
* • >  -

We are constantly concerned about
*  • • •»1 * 4.conservation. in our meetings we talk about pollution
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'-and we talk about conservation. What do you do if 
. market a third of your crop. You bring in the shrimp
--you get fifty barrelsT of shrimp, one-third you- • .. ■
keep and the other two-thirds you dump overboard.

Is this conservation! To us it doesn't make any 

sense at all.

Dr. St, Araant stated that this season is 

very similar to the 1969 season. In 1969, we had a 

record crop. This season was opened on the 25th of 

May, not the 15th, not the 18th, but the 25th. Dr^ 
St. Amant also stated that the largest per cent of 
marketable shrimp will be on the 25th of May, not the 
18th of May, but the 25th of May.

Because of these:; recommendations, the 
Louisiana Shrimp Association Board of Directors 
strongly recommends that the 25th of May should be 
the opening date. We would also recommend that this 
group here take steps to cure the shrimp law in order 
that it will not be declared unconsitutional, and the 

state and the industry will be left without a shrimp 

law.

* , -■ I want to thank you again, gentlemen,and
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"we’appreciate the work you are doing;
- . \
- MR* wiNFRBEt Mr. Chairman, I would like
- •••- ' " ,

 ̂to question, Mr^ Farrelly.

THE CHAIRMANs Go ahead. J

-• / . • MR * W INF REE: Mr. Farrelly,-, last year,
this organization that you represent, the Louisiana
Shrimp Associationif I recall correctly, didn't
your, organization rebate the figures of Dr. st. Amant
and did not like his suggestion of a May 25th openings

MR. FARRELLYs No, sir, you must be
mistaken. Dr. St. Amant, I believe, suggested last
year an opening date of May 5th and we were strongly

against it. We felt that the figures showed that you
' . . 'should go to the 25th of May v

MR* WINFREEs Didn't we open the season 

on the 25th of May.last year?

. MRi FARRELLY: Yes, sir.
MR. WINFREE: Well, you see Dr. st.Amant

also informed us that the 25th was a good date. That
is, the reason I ask this.

THE CHAIRMAN: We are getting into the• • .

late part of the morning. Is there anybody who wants

_ 6e» _ ̂
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to be heard who hasn’t been heard?
HR; SERVINs Mr. Chairman?
THE CHAIRMAN: Now, we are not going to

make a second go-around because then you could go to 

a third. However, Mr. Servin, if you have something 

that will take only a minute or so, go ahead.

MR* SERVIN: Dr. St. Amant said a while

ago that we have a lot of shrimp today. Yes, I 
agree with Dr. St. Amant when he said it was better 

than the last fifteen or twenty years. I remember 
when they had some seasons when they had more large 
white shrimp thrown overboard then they get processed 
today.

I can't see why Dr. St. Amant says that 
they- have so much shrimp today.

The recommendations they have over there 
on the charts -- it is the amount of boats they have 
today. That is why you have the shrimp you have 

today. It is the amount of boats.

just one other thing. If the season 

this year goes later than the 15th of May, people they 

going to have trouble; they won't be like sweet potato
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•pie like last year. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anyone else that 

would like to be heard?
(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN: If not, we will recess
for ten minutes.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken 
at 11:15 o'clock a.m.)

...oO o.•.

(Whereupon, the Board Meeting 

resumed at 11:30 o'clock a.m.)

order

heard?

THE CHAIRMAN: The meeting will come to

Is there anyone else who has not been 

(No response)
THE CHAIRMAN: I take it everyone has

been^heard.

Gentlemen, you have heard the discussion 

What is your pleasure pertaining to establishing the
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length of the brown.shrimp season?

MIU GUIDRY: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to-
make a motion that the May season open on May 18th 

and go to Thursday, July 16th. That will give thirty
days until the August season.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion
•i. ‘ i j

1 " -
is there a second?

MR. NORRIS: I second the motion, Mr.
Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Guidry and
seconded by Mr. Norris.

MR. WINFREE: Is that a full sixty days
now?

MR. GUIDRY: Yes, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN; Is there any other
discussion?

(No response)
THE CHAIRMAN: Will all those in favor,

please raise their hands.

(Whereupon, a hand vote was 

taken with a determinate result.)

THE CHAIRMAN: It is so ordered.

mem• • • e®eee
l e s o e l
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Before we go to Item number seven,' I want 
to say to those of you who appeared on this"brown- 
shrimp season-date discussion that we just had that 
the ;Commission appreciates the interest that you have 
and to" (thank you in helping us make this decision.

We are going to ask your help, too, 

because this is a tremendous job on the part of our 

enforcement people -- to enforce the shrimp laws.

This is being done for the benefit of 

your industry, so any help that you can give them will * 

be appreciated. Thank you.

BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisher
ies Commission does hereby set 
the 1970 Spring shrimp Season 
to open on Monday, May 18,1970, 
at 1 2 : 0 1  a.m. and to continue 

until midrnight, on Thursday,

July 16,1970.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
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the Director be instructed to 

assign every available enforce- 

raent agent, boat, and airplane s ;

to patrol the coastal areas. «". .

MR* WINPREE: Mr. Chairman, earlier in
the day we had that discussion on Interstate 410 
the right-of-way of 1-410.

I see this young lady in the audience 
who represents the Sierra Club. She was not present 
at the time we had this discussion, and i was wonder
ing if we could extend to her the courtesy of allowing 

her now to make her presentation.

THE CHAIRMAN: Most certainly, Mr.Winfred

MR. WINPREE: Before she makes her
presentation, would you apprise her of the action of 

this Commission.

M. STOCKS: I have a copy of the reso
lution, Mr. Winfree, but I would like to make my 
statement. ,

THE CHAIRMAN: You are more than welcome'
to make your statement. Miss Stocks.

###«
e#e*lee®®
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M. STOCKS:. My name is Miss Claire 
Stocks, and I am a representative of the local Sierra
: - ' ■ V * '
Club. - V

The Louisiana Group of the Sierra Club 

is Vitally concerned with the proposed routing of
>■  ̂  ̂4 - e *

Interstate-Highway -410 through the Salvador Wildlife 

Management Ar|a.‘
= - *  - ' ' ;

The Sierra Club"wishes to go on record.

opposing this highway project which will cut through
. 'V 7 . • - • •

both public and private marshland.
Experience has borne out time and again 

that when a major traffic artery is built in an area, 
such as this, the urge to drain follows. instead of 
essential> wildlife- management, acreages being left 
intact, adjacent areas are opened up for commercial 
ventures of all kinds, endangering the natural V 
habitat of plant and animal life.

The growth of suburban populations and , 

the increasing use of waste materials for land fill 

presently endangers hundreds of acres of Louisiana 

marshland. ,
..... . , . .

• Marshlands ..must be obtained for wildlife
: -•->

W999••e©
leaesi
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management areas in order that essential ecological 

balances be maintained

For these.- reasons, the Sierra Club urges 
that the proposed route of Interstate Highway 410 be 
relocated nearer Highway 90 and closer to residential 
areas. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Miss Stocks.
The next item on the agenda will be 

presented by Dr. Ford.

DR. FORD: Mr. Chairman and Members of
the Commission:

I am in receipt of-a request, from the 

Plaquemines parish Commission Council dated April 2, 

1970, to cpen the siphons immediately while the river 

is at its higher stages at lower Belair, also known / 

as White Ditch, on the east bank of Mississippi River, 
Plaquemines parish,which would require action of our 
Commission to close the affected area as a conserva
tion measure with broad supervision and sampling being

performed by thej3State* Board of' Health.
..This action has been taken annually over 

the last several years and' has been helpful to the
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marshes for oyster, waterfowl, and furbearers in 

diminishing salt water -intrusion.

We have cooperated and worked very 

closely with parish offieaIs in these matters.

The Council has obligated itself to do

the following:
1 . to mark the affected area.
2 . to obtain consent for closure of the 

area from the affected oyster bottom lessees.
3. to maintain a boat and helicopter 

patrol to enforce the prohibition of no oyster fishint 
until the area is clear as determined by the State 
Board of Health.

The State Board of Health has obligated 
itself to check the area.

it is a conservation area measure. Its 

purpose is to introudce river water and to try to 
depress the increased salinities.

I have the following resolved part ofga 

resolution that,I would like to suggest for. your 

consideration and adoption.

3*
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Louisiana Wild Life and 
Fisheries Commission at its reg
ular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
April 28,1970, does hereby tem
porarily close the oyster fishing 

area located between the east 

bank of the Mississippi River - 

and 89° 46V Longitude West and 

south of 29° 45*, all in the 

vicinity of lower Belair, White 

Ditch, in Plaquemines Parish, 

during higher river stages for 
the purposes of introducing fresh 
water into this oyster-growing 
area, until such time as the State 
Board of Health approves reopening 
the area for oyster fishing in 
1970„ Such action being con

tingent upon the Plaquemines 

parish Commission Council meeting 

its responsibilities as included
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above in this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
...

certified copies of this resolu- 

tidn be referred immediately to 
the Plaquemines Parish Commission 

Council, the State Board of 
Health and the Louisiana Oyster 
Dealers and Growers Association.

DR. FORD: In view of the needs and
obligations assumed by the Plaquemins parish Commission 
Council and the cooperation and assistance offered 

■ by the State. Board of Health, I am pleased to recom

mend its approval and the adoption of the resolution.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-

mendation. What is your pleasure?
MR. KYLE: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

' - jMR. GUIDRY: I second the-motion, Mr.

Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Kyle and

seconded by Mr. Guidry.
Is there any further discussion? Is 

there any objection?
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ordered

(No response)
THE CHAIRMANS Hearing none, it is so

R E £ O L U T J C O N

WHEREAS, salt water intrusion 

in marshes that are oyster seed, 

waterfowl, afurbearer-produci.ng 

has resulted in increased snail 

. predation with a reduced seed 
oyster production and decreased . 
usuage by other wildlife resources, 
and

WHEREAS, the Plaquemines 
parish Commission Council has 
obligated itself to do the 
following:
1 . to mark the affected area to 

be closed, namely that area lying 

- ' west of the 89° 461 Longitude

West and south of 29o 45*, all 

east of the Mississippi River
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in Plaquemines parish, with signs 
at least 24" square reading “No 
Oyster Fishing until Notified., 
Area.West closed. Boat-Air 
patrol. Syphons Running.“
2 . to obtain the consent for 
closure of the area from the
affected oyster bottom lessees.

. •

3. to maintain a boat and heli

copter patrol to enforce the pro

hibition of no oyster fishing 

until the area is clear as 

determined by the state Board

of Health, and
WHEREAS, the Commission has 

received a request from the 
Plaquemines parish Commission 
Council dated April 2,1970, to 
begin operating the lower Belair 
(White Ditch) siphons immediately, 
and

WHEREAS, the State Board of

ISIS
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Health through Mr. Jim Coerver, 

Head, Engineering Division, has 

advised Dr. Ted Ford, Chief,

Oyster Division, of their approval 

in accordance with the above ; 

guidelines and that they will 

perform the necessary sampling 

after cessation of discharge to 

determine that the area is clear 
for reopening, approximately 
fourteen (14) to twenty (20) 
days .later. Now,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Louisiana Wild Life 
and Fisheries Commission at its 
regular monthly meeting on Tues

day, April 28,1970, does hereby 
temporarily close the oyster 
fishing area located between the 

east bank of the Mississippi River 

and 89° 461 Longitude West and 

south of 29° 45', all in the .
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vicinity of lower Belair, White

Ditch, in Plaquemines parishT * ^
during higher river stages for -. \

«
the purposes of introducing fresh,, 
water into this oyster-growing 
area until such time as the State 
Board of Health approves reopening 
the area for oyster fishing in 
1970.

Such action being contingent upon 

the Plaquemines Parish Commission 

Council meeting its responsibi

lities as included in this reso
lution .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
certified copies of this‘resol
ution be referred immediately 
to the Plaquemines parish Commis- 
sion Council, the State Board of
Health and the Louisiana Oyster - .

.

Dealers and Growers Association. *

• '«
1
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THE CHAIRMAN: Number eight. Dr. Ford.

DR. FORD: The second area which the
Plaquemines parish Commission Council has’just ‘com

pleted for the benefit of the oyster industry is 

further down river.

\ We show it on the map as the Lower Pointe

-a-la-Hache area.

They have installed four, sixty-inch 
siphons and the top of the siphons are set at a 
minus 1-1/2 mean sea. level. The purpose is to be 
able to get good gravity flow and maximum utilization 
of afresh water to depress the increased salinities 
in that particular area.

I am in receipt of a request from the 
Plaquemines parish Commission Council to immediately 
open the gates of a newly completed structure to be 
known as the Lower pointe-a-la-Hache structure while 

higher river stages are available.

It is for the purpose of reducing the 

effects of salt water intrusion and snail predation .in 

that area,thereby benefiting the oysters. . '

8 0
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.yWe assisted and cooperated with parish 
officials in the^planning' stages and propose to con
tinue out hydrographic stud.ies in the area.

- In order to operate this unit it will be
necessary for our^ Commission to close the area to- 
oyster fishing as a conservation .measure. Also, the 
State Board of Health will have to exercise broad 

supervision over the closure and peform the necessary 

sampling before it can be reopened.

_ The Plaquemines parish Commission Counci]

has obliga.ted itself to do the following:
- - -

1 . to mark the affected area.

2 . to obtain consent for.closure of the 

area from the affected oyster bottom lessees.

3. ‘to maintain a boat and helicopter 
patrol to enforce the prohibition of ho oyster fishinc 
until the area is clear as determined by the State 
Board of Health.

It is a conservation measure again of 
this Commission $p close the ar%a to oyster fishing

during the time that the Structure is in operation,
;■ . ;

and thereafter for a period of some'fourteen to twenty

taz
1111
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days while the area"clears itself, all in accordance

with the broad supervision and sampling ^procedures
followed by the State Board of Health.

*'■ **'■' ’ 'I have the following resolved portion of

a resolution to offer.for your consideration and

adoption,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Louisiana Wild Life and 
Fisheries Commission at its reg
ular.monthly meeting on Tuesday,
April.28,1970, does hereby tem
porarily close the oyster-fish
ing area-east of the Mississippi 
River described as follows.
Beginning at the intersection 
with the Mississippi River of a 

line dividing Lots #7 and # 8  

Township #18 South, Range 16 
East, extending to the 40 arpent 

line? thencf| due north to the 

north shore line of Long Bay?

. thence northwesterly along the
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north shore.line^of Long Bay> 
including all of Long Bay and 
continuing on a line which divides 
Long Bay and American Bay from 
Bay Crabba to the southerly edge 
of Triple pass; thence continu- 
ing-along the east:-;ancKnortheast 

and north side of American Bay 

aqd along the north side of Battle 

Ground Bay to .thennorth side of 

Big Four Bayou; thence along the 

north side of Big Four Bayou to 

the north side of Third Bay to 

the middle of Second Bay. (which 

is 89° 46 * Longitude West); 
thence due south to the Mississippi 
River; thence downriver to the 
point of beginning, all as shown 
on plat of Louisiana Wild Life 
and" Fisheries Commission prepared 
by its Oyster Division dated 

April 16,1 970,and copy of which
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is on file with the Louisiana 

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission 

and in the office of the Secretary . 

of the Plaquemines parish Commission 

Council for the purpose of 

introducing fresh water into this
.•t •oyster-growing area until such 

time as the State Board of Health
approves reopening the area for 
oyster fishing in .1970, stach h 

, action being contingent upon 
the Plaquemines parish Commission 
Council meeting its responsibi
lities as included above in this
resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
certified copies of this resolution 
be referred immediately to the 

Plaquemines parish Commission 

Council, the State Board of Health

and the Louisiana oyster Dealers 

and Growers Association.
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in views of the needs and obligations 
by the Plaquemines parish Commission Council,and the
"V -.cooperation and assistance offered by the State Board 
of Health, I am plmsed to recommend its approval and 
the adoption of the attached resolution providing 
for its operation.

This is our recommendation, Mr.Chairnm. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom
mendation. What is your pleasure?

MR. WRIGHT: I so move, Mr. chairman.

MR. NORRIS: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wright and

seconded by Mr. Norris.

Is there any further discussion? Is 
there any objection?

MRi W1NFREE: Just a question, Mr.
Chairman, of Dr. Ford.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Wiffree.
MR. WINFREE: Dr. Ford.
DR. FORD: Yes, sir.

MR. WINFREE: These are grounds owned
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by the state of Louisiana. Oyster fishermen can go 
in there and pick up these seed oysters,and then take 

them across the river and plant them in their own 

beds. is that what these beds are for?

DR. FORD: These are areas where there

are private leases. We hope the water gets into w 

what we refer to as the natural seed ground areas.

It is open and available to the oyster 
fishermen;_ to pick up seed oysters. There are private 
leases, but during this, time there can be no fishing 
of oysters.

MR. WINFREE s Mo fishing?
DR. FORD: Yes, sir, and this is why

there will be helicopter and boat patrol throughout 

the area.
We have had excellent cooperation from 

the fishermen because they recognize the value 
associated with it and they also recongize the health 

aspects of it. This is why the State Board of 

Health exercises broad supervision and follows a 

sampling procedure to determine that the area is 

clear and that the oysters can be harvested.
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MR. WINFREE: Thank you. Dr. Ford.

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, increasing salt 
water intrusion in oyster-pro
ducing areas has increased pre
dation of oysters by snails andjC 
has.reduced the successful setting 

of -seed oyster, and

WHEREAS; the Plaquemines 

Parish Commission Council has 

contracted a facility known as 

the lower point-a-la-Hache stru

cture for the purpose of intro

ducing fresh water ffrom the 
Mississippi River into the 
marshes of this area for the 
purpose of aiding the oyster 
fishermen with planning assis
tance from the oyster Division, and 

WHEREAS, the Plaquemines 

parish Commission Council has

m
'
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obligated itself to do the fol
lowing:

la to mark the affected area with 

signs at le^st 24" square reading 

"Ho Oyster Fishing Until Notified. 

Area West closed. Boat-Air patrol. 

Syphons Running"?

2 . to obtain consent for> closure 
of the area from the affected 
oyster bottom lessees?
3. to maintain a boat and heli- 

icopter-patrol to:enforce the

prohibition of no oyster fishing 
until the area is clear as det-
... ' • vermined by the State Board of 
Health and,

WHEREAS, thelcommissibn has•4
received a request from the 

Plaquemines parish Commission 

Council dated April 16,1970, 

to begin operating the lower 

pointe-a-la-Hache Facility

.. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new Orleanswee#



immediately while higher river 

stages are available, and

WHEREAS, the State Board - 

of Health through Mr. J.im Cqerver, 
Head, Engineering Division, has 

advised Dr. Ted Ford, Chief,

Oyster Division, of their approv
al in accordance with the gbove 
guidelines and that they will 
perform the necessary sampling 
after cessation of discharge to 
determine that the area is clear 
for reopening, approximately 
fourteen (14) to twenty (20) 
days later, Now,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Louisiana wild Life and 

Fisheries Commission at its reg

ular monthly meeting on Tuesday,

April 28,1970, does hereby ‘ tem- ..
*porarily close the oyster fish

ing area east of the Mississippi- .

*8*
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River described as follows $ 

Beginning at the intersection 
with the Mississippi River of 
a line dividing Lots #7 and #8 ,: 
Township #18 South, Range 16 
East, extending to the 40 arpent 
linei thence due north to the 
north shore line of Long Bay; 
thence northwesterly along the 

north shore line of Long Bay, 

including all of Long Bay and 

idontinu^ng on a line which 

divides Long Bay and American 

Bay from Bay Crabba to the south
erly edge of Triple pass ? thence 
continuing along the east and 
northeast and north side of 
American Bay and along the north 
side of Battle Ground Bay to the 
north side of Big Four Bayou; 
thence along the north side of . 
Big Four Bayou,-to the north side
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of Third Bay; to the middle of
Second- Bay (which is 89° 46 *
—  ' ; -

Longitude West)j thence due
■■g r''

south .to^the Mississippi River;
,v

thence downriver to the point 
of beginning, all as shown on 
plat of Louisiana Wild Life and 
Fisheries Commission prepared 
by its Oyster Division dated 
April 16,19i;0, and copy of which 

is on file with the Louisiana 

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission 

and in the office of the Secretary 
of the Plaquemines Parish Commission 

Council -- for the purpose of - 
introducing fresh water into this 
oyster-growing area until such
time as -the State Board, of Health< .

.approves reopening the area for
oyster, fishing in 1970, and such

' ' ■ ,action being contingent upon the
'Plaquemines parish Commission

!8SIMlel
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Cdunci r ;meet#ing its res pons ibi- 
litres-as included in this 

resolution i'
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 

certified copies of this resolution ^
v- • - 'v* r ' t ' ♦ *

be referred immediately to the
. . • . ' -  :Plaquemines parish Commission

Council, the state. Board of 
Health and the Louisiana Oyster 

Dealers and Growers Association. ^

THE CHAIRMAN: Number nine. Dr. Ford.

DR. FORD: Mr. Chairman and Members of

the Commissions

This is a proposed revision of Sister 

Lake- Oyster Management program.
Approximately ten years ago the Commis

sion adopted a management plan for the Sister Lake 
Oyster Seed Ground- Resevation which provided that 
it be opened on an alternate-year basis.

We have, determined that the amount of
-cultch for catching seed;, oysters has been reduced
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during this time and that the number of seed oysters 
is low. . ' /„ •

part of this is due to the hydrography 
of the area because we have salt water intrusion even 

there.

During.some years we get favorable water 

conditions. So the seed production has been running 

approximately fifty to sixty thousand harries every 

other year. Before that, it had gotten down to a 
level of about five thousand barrels a year.

♦

We feel that the management plan t^at 
has been in effect -- this was recommenced originally 
by Dr. St. Amant and adopted by this Commission 
has been a good one! But, nevertheless, in pur 
continuing studies of the area we have determined 
that the deed production for this coming year, 
which would normally start on September 1, 1970, is 
low, and that the cultch material is relatively low.

Accordingly, we propose an experimental 

shell-planting effort in. that area during late May or 

June of this year to evaluate the possibilities of 

increasing the yield of seed oysters.
i-

' . * ■

- : j - -
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I have the following resolution for 

your consideration and adoption.
WHEREAS, the available cultch 

for catching seed oysters in the 
Sister Lake oyster Seed Ground
Reservation has become greatly

,

reduced, and
WHEREAS, the management plan t

provides that it be opened for\ . tfishing seed oysters on alternr 

ating years and it is scheduled 

to open September 1, 1970, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission 

proposed to maice an experimental '

.shell-planting in Sister Lake in 
late May or June of this y e a r . 

Now,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 

by the Louisian wild Life and 
Fisheries Commission at its 

regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, April 28,1970,

• r-
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that the opening of the scheduled
seed oyster season be deferred
until September 1, 1971, and that

it shall be opened thereafter

on an alternating-year basis in

■ accordance with the previously

established and adopted manage^-

ment plan.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard tjie recora-

mendation. What is your pleasure?
MR. GUIDRY: I so move, Mr. Chairman.
MR. KYLE: I second the motion. Mi

Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Guidry and

seconded by Mr. Kyle.
Is there any further discussion? Is

there any objection?
MR. BUQUET": Mr. Chairman, may I say

something?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Buquet.

- MR. BUQUET: Mr. Chairman and Members

of the Commissions
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My name is A- JN Buquet. I was in great 

hopes that Dr. St. Amant would be present at this 

time, but I see that he has left the room.
I would appreciate it if you would, not 

include in your minutes of this meeting my remarks , 
and that the press please do not quote me.

(Discussion followed off the record.)
THE CHAIRMAN* Is there any other .

discussion?
x

(No response)
THE CHAIRMAN: We have had a motion

and it has been seconded.

Is there any objection?

(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN; Hearing none, it is so

ordered
R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the available cultch 
for catching seed oysters in 

Sister Lake oyster Seed Ground 

Reservation has become greatly 
reduced and

8 Sleeegl
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WHEREAS, the management plan 
provides that it be opened for 

fishing seed oysters on alter

nating years and it is scheduled 

to open September 1, 1970, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission 

proposed to make an experimental- 

shell planting in Sister Lake 

in late May or June of this year,
' _ — #  - rHow,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Louisiana Wild Life and 
Fisheries Commission at its 
regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, April 28,1970, that the 
opening of the scheduled seed 
oyster season be deferred until 

September 1, 1971, and that it 

shall be opened thereafter on 

an alternating-year basis in 

accordance with the previously- 

established and adopted manage

ment plan.
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THE "CHAIRMAN: Number ten, Dr. Ford.

' DRi FORD: Our last item, gentlemen,.is
the 1970 Shell Planting program.

We have requested the Division of Admin
istration to advertise for bids for planting approxi-

•- .v 'V %
mately 72,000 cubic yards of clam shells as cultch to 
catch seed oysters at five locations, four east of 
the Mississippi River and the other in Sister Lake. 
Bids should be opened May 8,1970.

Because of this being an off-period, and . 

because of the fact that we would like to get underway 

during the spat fall period, I recommend that this be 

discussed with the Commission and that the Director 

be authorized to award the contract to the lowest 

acceptable bidder in order to begin planting shells 
immediately thereafter so that the job can be completed 
before the late-spring spawning season is over.

I have the following resolution for
your consideration and adoption#

 ̂ . .

WHEREAS, the planting of 
shells as oyster cultch for catch
ing seed oysters is an accepted

s3.HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in  new Orleans
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management practice, and ~  ̂ Jj
WHEREAS, bids are being :v-

■ - , ' -3solicited on May 8,1970, for the ,— 

planting of approximately 72,000 -
, z  •

cubic yards and it is extremely,:*
- - f ■» ■
desirable to plant these shells

between mid-^ay and late June,

Now, -

-v THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the Louisiana Wild Life and 

* Pisher^esrCommission at its

- . regular meeting on Tuesday, .
April 28,1970, that it does here
by authorize and direct its.
Director, Clark M. Hoffpauer, 
to award the contract to the 
lowest acceptable bidder and 

execute any and all documents 

pursuant thereto.

DR.FORD: This is my recommendation to
. .

the .Commission.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom

mendation. What is your pleasure?

i#*#see©
i © © © ®
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Chairman

.

MR.’ NORRIS: I so move, Mr. Chairman.
MR. KYLE: I secondjUie motion,,. Mr.

■ ; ■ ■ .. -a--

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Norris.and
seconded by Mr. Kyle. *r ’'3

Is there any further discussion? Is 
there any objection?

(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, it is so
ordered.

_ Thank you. Dr. Ford.

DR. FORD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and

gentlemen of the Commission.

THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair will recognize 

Mr. Charles Bosch. '
MR. BOSCH: My name is Charlie Bosch,

and i am Executive Director of the Louisiana wildlife 
Federation.

We would like to request that the 
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission cooperate 
with the Florida Game and Fisheries Commission in an 

attempt to import some of these huge-size Florida
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bass. They have been imported into some other state 
successfully. *

,There are many unanswered questions
■ s ’about these species. But we do know that they grow 

to sixteen, eighteen pounds in the State of Florida.

We do know that the State of Florida is 

growing by leaps and bounds and that they are destroy

ing much of the habitat of this.particular race of 

large bass.
We think it would be most desirable for 

the State of Louisiana to attempt to bring some of 

these Florida bass into Louisiana and to see if we 

can't propagate them.
Our sportsmen love to catch these eight- 

pound ones. Imagine how they would feel if they 
tackled one that weighed seventeen or eighteen pounds

. THE CHAIRMAN: We need a motion directing
the Director to#do this.

MR. GUIDRY: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

MR. WRIGHT: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman. -:

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Guidry and
: , 1
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seconded by Mr. Wrlgh.t-.

; Is there."any further discussion? Is

there any objection?

ordered.

t
(No response)

. ■* , .

THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, it is so

R E S O L U T I O N

* ; .
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

that the Louisiana Wild Life and 
Fisheries Commission undertake 
the necessary steps in stocking 
of Louisiana Lakes'-with the 

Florida Bass (Micropterus 

salmoides fliordans).

THE CHAIRMAN: The next items on the 
agenda will be presented by Mr. Joe Herring.

- ■ MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Commission:

'The -firs‘t".item on the agenda for your 
consideration today is from the Bienville parish
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Kepler Lake pish and Game Commission.
It is requesting approval of rules and 

regulations adopted by that body at a meeting held 

on April 8,1970.
These regulations pertain to boating, 

fishing, the operation of vehicles on their levees, 

and hunting.

I would like to say that we have some 

thirty-three of these commissions in the state, and 

before they can carry out their regulations, they 
have to be passed through this Commission for 

approval.
Their main concern on Kepler Lake is 

water-skiing in certain areas, the location of duck 
lines, and commercial fishing by permit only.

I would like to recommend to the 
Commission that we go ahead and accept this body's 
rules and regulations with the one stipulation that 
we be responsible only for the enforcement of existing 

state laws.

Any rules and regulations set up by the 

Kepler Lake Game and Fish Commission will have to be

.
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enforced by that body and the local enforcement people 

MR. HOFFPAUER: Joe, why do we have to

enter into an agreement with these people at all?

MR. HERRING: By state law, in all the
state game and fish commissions that are set up 
throughout the state, they have to send all their 
rules and regulations through this Commission here 
for approval. V  .

MR. WINFREE: Well, why couldn't we just
acquiesce in the action of that commission.

" THE CHAIRMAN: I think that is what Mr.
Herring is doing.

MR. WINFREE: No, I think he is adding
something;to their resolution. I think he is adding 

that this Commission will enforece; the state laws -~ 
well, that goes without saying.

MR. HERRING: No, Mr. Winfree, I just
wanted to. make it clear that as usual ,we will only 
enforce the state laws. Any rules and regulations 
outside of existing laws, they will be responsible 
for.

MR. HOFFPAUER: Mr. Winfree, they have
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regulations in there -- you can't have a duck line 
more than 220 yards from another duck line, 220 yards 
from the bank and 20 feet off a boat road, and so 
forth. That is their problem.

MR. WINFREE: I agree that it is their

problem. We don't want any more lake commissions to 

take over.
MR. HERRING: Mr. Winfree, perhaps- I

have not made myself clear. We don't even like the 

one we have -- that Jlake-commission situation. We 

do not want to take over any of these commissions.
MR. WINFREE: I think this Commission

might just say that, we approve their plan, period!
I- don't think we ought to sign anything that makes 
you part owner, you know.

, - THE CHAIRMAN: Well, if we emphasize
that we are not going to enfor.ce their regulations --

MR. WINFREE: Mr. Chairman, I would think
that all that's needed is.just a cover letter of 

transmittal submitting their resolution back to them 

saying, "We think you have a good idea, success to • 

you."

(Laughter)
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THE CHAIRMAN: Would you put that in the

form of a motion.

MR. WINFREE: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

MR. KYLE: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Winfree and

seconded by Mr. Kyle.
Ip there any further discussion? Is

there any objection?
(NO response)

THE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, it is so.

ordered. .

MR. HERRING: The second item on the

agenda concerns the renewal of the Caldwell Parish

Wildlife Management Area lease agreement.
This is a lease agreement with Bodcaw

Company for renewal of the 12,123.43 acres of land

for Caldwell parish wildlife Management Area which

has been received •
This agreement is the same as past agree-

ments with the exception of the length of time. The

new lease is for a three-year period.
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‘ *♦ .This area has produced some excellent 

hunting for the people of Caldwell and northeast 

Louisiana, as well as for other parts,cf the State.

I recommend that we accept this lease

for the continuation of the Caldwell parish Wildlife
- - a

Management Area.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom

mendation . What is your pleasure?
MR. KYLE: I so move, Mr. Chairman.
MR. . NORRIS: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Kyle and

seconded by Mr. Norris.

Is there any further discussion? Is 
there any objection?

(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN; Hearing none, it is so

ordered.
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» <*’ ' * \MR. HERRING: The next.item on the agenda
' • r ■for discussion today pertains to a land exchange on 

our Russell Sage Wi Id life Management Area.' ..
Mr. James Benton of Monroe, Louisiana,

\ . * *has contacted Mr.. Clifford T . williams. Supervisor, 
District II, several times in regard to an acre for 

acre land trade for 160 acres he owns within Russell 

Sage for 160 acres of Commission property.

The 160 acres of Mr. Benton's is described 

as the Southeast 1/4 of Section 26, Township 18 North, 

Range 5 East. Mr. Benton would trade for 160 acres 

in one of two sections. The first is Northwest 1/4 
of Section 26, Township 18 North, Range 5 East,and the 
other is Southwest 1/4 of Section 14, Township 18 
North, Range 5 East.

Mr. Williams recommends that the Commis
sion exchange for the 160 acres described as the 
Southwest 1/4 of Section 14, Township 18 North, Range 
5 East. The primary reason is due to its location.

The quarter section in Section 25 is more- valuable 

moneywise and it better fits into our game and timber 

management program.
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If Mr. Benton came out with the portion 

in section 26, he may want to put a drainage ditch 

across Commission lands.

The land exchange for either portion 

would be beneficial to the Commission since it would 

leave only 80 acres of private land within Russell 
Sage, if Mr. Norris donates 80 acres to the area.
It would also relieve certain drainage problems 
facing us. If Mr. Benton keeps his 160 acres, plans 
are made to drain it. This means a ditch across 
Commission property.

This land exchange would be similar to 
the one with union producing Company, but would be 
more simple to carry out.

I would like to request that the Commis-
, ,

sion approve this land exchange and that a bill be 
introduced in the next session of the Legislature, 

for approval of such an exchange. .

It is recommended for the Commission to 

carry out this land trade.

THE CHAIRMAN: As I understand it, we 
are asking for legislation to be introduced for this
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land exchange.

MR. HERRING: Yes, sir, a bill will have
to be introduced.

MR. NORRIS: Mr. Chairman, it has not
been made clear to me where exactly this land is.

(Whereupon, Mr. Herring indicates
on a map where the land is.)

MR NORRIS: Mr. Chairman, I so move.

MR. WRIGHT: I second the motion, Mr.
Chairman.

,THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Norris and
seconded by Mr. Wright.

Is there any further discussion? Is 
there any objection?

(No response)
THE CHAIRMAN; Hearing none, it is so 

ordered. N

MR. HERRING: The next item on the agendc
for discussion today pertains to the acceptance of 
proposal 2005, which is a residence and shop building 
on our Badcau Wildlife Management Area, in Bossier 
Parish.
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Personnel of the Fish & Game Division
»rhave checked the Headquarters facilities which include 

one residence, one work shop and one pump house, and . 

have found that the contractor has completed the work < 

to all specifications. ; ;
I recommend that the Louisiana State 

Division of Administration be notified and that the 
contractor, Howard Lumber Company, Box 918, Minden, 
Louisiana, be placed in line for final payment.

THE CHAIRMANS You have heard the recom
mendation. What is your pleasure?

MR. KYLE; I so move, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GUIDRY; I second the motion, Mr.
Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN; Moved by Mr. Kyle and 
seconded by Mr. Guidry.

-Is there any further discussion? is 

there any objection?

(No,response)

THE CHAIRMAN; Hearing none, it is so

ordered.

MR. HERRING; Mr. Chairman, the next
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item on the agenda is the opening of the Spring Bayou 
for commercial fishing.

I would like to recommend the following:
1 . that it be open for three days of 

each-week,- from midnight on Sunday night to midnight 
on Wednesday night of each week?

2 . that the commercial fishermen who 

desire to fish this area will apply and receive the 

permits at the Headquarters building there?

3- that a written report of the catch at 

the end of each month be given to the personnel in 

charge at the Spring Bayou Headquarters;

4. there will be no commercial fishing 
at night and the equipment used will be the same as 

that;which is legal for outside waters. This will 
pertain to the size of the fish, also?

5. that all gear and tackle will be re
moved by Wednesday night of each week.

I have some figures from last winter's 
catch. There were 71,398 fish caught with the, total 

value of $7,745.00.
. ■.We have received -some comments from the
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commercial fishermen in the area that since we have 

taken over the control of this area, the area for 

commercial fishing at least has improved.

The fish caught in this area included 

buffalo, catfish, carp, carr, bofin, and drum. In 

Iraking this catch, there were 176 fishing efforts.

This was from January 1st to March 1st.
I would like to recommend to the Commis

sion that at this time we go ahead and open this area 
, for commercial fishing on a permit basis. „ ̂

MR. HOFFPAUER: Joe, there will be no
limit to the amount of fish you can catch.

MR. HERRING: That's right.
MR. WRIGHT: I so move, Mr. Chairman.
MR. GUIDRY: I second the motion, Mr.

Chairman. "
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wright and 

seconded by Mr. Guidry.
Is there any further discussion? Is 

there any objection?

(No response)
- .■iTHE CHAIRMAN: Hearing none, it is so

HiHELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new Orleans



ordered. -
■

Thank you, Joe.
MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman

and Members of the Commission.
, THE CHAIRMAN; Is, there any other business; 

to come before the Commission this morning?
(No response)

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I hear a motion for
adjournment?

MR. NORRIS: I so move that we adjourn

the meeting.

MR. WRIGHT: I second the motion.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Norris and
seconded by Mr. Wright. The meeting is adjourned.

...oO o...

. . .  .Thereupon, the Board Meeting 
of the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission 
was adjourned at 12:15 o'clock p.m., on 
Tuesday, April 28,197 0.-.. .
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